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SUCCESS THROUGH UNITY
By: Neal Perry, Interfraternity Council President

Congratulations to the Greek community of Eastern Illinois University! We have a lot to be
proud of! This year's Mid-American Greek Conference Association awarded Eastern's
Interfraternity Council fiVe individual programming awards for outstanding programming in
Leadership and Educational Development, Community Service, Self Governance and Judicial
Affairs, Academic Achievement, and Membership Recruitment. The women of Eastern's Greek
community were also privileged enough to be awarded eight outstanding programming awards,
as well as the overall most outstanding Panhellenic Council in the Midwest for schools with up to
eight chapters.
You may feel these honors do not have anything to do with you, but as a member of a
fraternity or sorority, you have helped to contribute to these through your involvement in your
individual chapter. We are truly lucky to have the outstanding Greek community that we have
here at Eastern. I will be the first to admit there are areas we could definitely improve, and
hopefully over the next year, we will be able to tackle some of these problems.
Currently, the Interfraternity Council is working with representatives of each chapter to look
into some alternative ways to improve EIU's Fraternity Rush. Unfortunately, men's rush numbers
have shown a trend in decreasing numbers over the last couple of semesters. Not to fear, this is
a trend being seen nation wide, but Eastern's Greek community has decided to act in a positive
manner to try to beat this growing trend. Vice President Jim Beuster has worked very hard to
provide the chapters' with some feasible options for improving men's redruitment and for that he
should be commended.
The rest of the Council is also working very diligently to provide the member chapters with
quality programming and outstanding services, which a top-notch council should offer. In closing,
we would just like to invite anyone interested, or anyone with ideas or concerns of things the
Council could be doing to make this university and Greek community a better place, feel free to
contact us or stop by and join in a discussion at the next council meeting. Best of luck to all
chapters throughout the remainder of the semester and have a great summer!

A New Advisor, A New Member
By: Jennifer Banning, Sigma Kappa Chapter President
In August of 1998, Sigma Kappa had the privilege of receiving a new Advisory Board Chairman. For
years, the chapter had been without an advisor. Fortunately, the National Vice President for Collegiate
Chapters, who lives in Charleston, filled in as the Sigma Kappa advisor until Ann came into the chapter's life.
Finding Ann Bronson was like a dream come true! However, when she agreed to become the advisor,
there was one problem. One needs to be an initiated member of Sigma Kappa in order to be an Advisory
Board Chairman. Ann was not a member of the sorority. Wrthout hesitation, Ann agreed to become a
member of the Sigma Kappa sisterhood. On November 7, 1998, Ann was initiated into Sigma Kappa as an
alumnae member. Besides acting as a full-time Assistant Professor and Reference/Subject Librarian for
Eastern Illinois University, I was amazed Ann was willing to accept another major responsibility.
Becoming a member of a sorority in which she knew nothing about took a lot of courage and strength. I
admire Ann Bronson very much for the actions she took in order to help the chapter. Not many individuals
would have gone to such great lengths to help a sorority in need.

Page2

Volume 10, Spring 1999

Prt~sidt~Ht's OorHtu

Focusing on Internal Improvement
By: Amy McPeak, Delta Zeta Chapter President
This semester the members of Delta Zeta are really becoming involved not only in the campus
and community, but internally. Delta Zeta has a new executive board and they are underway with
great, new ideas. We recently held a sisterhood to make door decorations for the local nursing
home. Delta Zeta will attend this together to hang them up. They are festive colors for the
upcoming spring season. Delta Zeta is also putting on a number of educationals this semester
not with other chapters, but by individually, to expand the chapter's knowledge. Examples of
these educationals for the semester in dudes STDs, morals and values, the meaning of
sisterhood and so on. The chapter is currently in the process of selecting a faculty advisor and
collegiate chapter advisor.
Towards the end of the semester, the members will be hosting Dee Zee Tee-Off, the annual
Delta Zeta fundraiser open to all interested, as well as the philanthropic event DZ Dream Man.
Finally, the women of Delta Zeta hope everyone has a great rest of the semester.

Is It Time to Change
By: Michael Lavey, Sigma Nu Chapter President

While reflecting upon my time as President, I find myself looking at the Greek
community as a whole. I wonder how our fraternities and sororities always have a bad
reputation in the media. Does the media only care about the negative things that happen
to us? Or is it that there are too many of these types of instances happening? We always
find it easy to blame the quality of the media, but is that the real truth? It is unfortunate
that we, as a Greek community, wait for a crisis to show the campus all the fantastic
programs we have to offer. What worries me more, is the fact that there are so many
crises' to react to.
The greatest time there is an overwhelming presence of Greeks is when we are
competing against one another or dealing with an unforeseen crisis that demands our
action and attention. I feel that if this is the only thing that gets into the media, how are we
supposed to change anything? Now, I do not have all the answers on how to fiX this
problem. However, I do know we do so many worthwhile philanthropies and chapter
projects that we are losing out on a lot of positive publicity. I feel we should take
advantage of this publicity and show the campus what true Greeks can do.
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Another Number or Another Leader?
By: Kristen Smith, Sigma Sigma Sigma Chapter President

Fall 1996 was the first glimpse of Greek life I had ever received. As I went through Formal
Rush, I remember thinking ofthe reasons why I wanted to become a part of the Greek
community. At that time, I really didn't have one specific reason. In fact, I imagined myself
becoming just another number within the Greek community. Uttle did I know becoming the
President of Sigma Sigma Sigma was in the near future. Throughout my three years of
membership within the Greek community, I believe the most important aspect of receiving any
sort of gratification is to become involved within a chapter and the Greek community as a whole.
As a Freshman, I had no idea what it took to be a leader. Sitting at chapter meetings was the
extent of my contribution to Tri-Sigma. The hard work and dedication of cabinet members, as
well as the officer board were oblivious to me. Week after week, I would attend meetings,
sisterhoods and educationals often wondering why I was a part of the Greek community. That
summer I gave a lot of thought about what I could do to make Greek life a more challenging
experience for myself. I debated as to whether I wanted to continue to be a part of the Greek
community. After all, I felt as though I was just another number and I wasn't contrjbuting anything
to benefit the chapter, the Greek community or myself.
Returning to Eastern in the fall of 1997 was the first opportunity for me to live in Greek Court.
Still unsure of whether I wanted to continue to be a part of the Greek community, I began another
semester. It was that semester a member of Tri-Sigma opened my eyes. Moving into Greek
Court as a sophomore was a big step for me, but moving in to become suitemates with the
Panhellenic President was even bigger. Courtney Stone was such an amazing woman in the
eyes of Tri-Sigma, as well as the Greek community. I was nervous and intimidated because of
her many involvements on campus. I soon discovered that Courtney was never around due to
her obligations with the University; therefore, the level of intimidation decreased within the first
few weeks of the semester. I admired her ambition and dedication to make a difference in TriSigma and the community.
In November of 1997, I finally realized what it would take to feel like a member of the Greek
community and not just another number. Courtney's many involvements in the Greek community
and Tri-Sigma inspired me to run for an officer position within the sorority. She helped me
achieve confidence within myself to make me believe I had what it took to fulfill an officer position.
After being elected Secretary of Tri-Sigma that month, a whole new door of involvement within
the Greek community opened for me. Fulfilling the duties of Secretary was a challenge for me,
since I hadn't been involved with much in the past. I enjoyed the opportunity to interact with
members of Tri-Sigma and felt as though I found a place I could call home. When elections came
around again, I decided to try and further my involvement and responsibilities within Tri-Sigma.
Running for president was the furthest thing from my mind coming in as a freshman and soon
became the most important part of my life as a junior. I never thought I would become a leader in
Tri-Sigma; and, to this day, I owe the opportunities I've had to Courtney Stone.
To become a part of the Greek community is an honor, as well as responsibility. Eastern's
award-winning Greek community has proven to develop successful leaders and role models.
Whether leadership is shown within an individual sorority or the Greek community as a whole, it is
important to remember dedication to the organizations is the only way to become leader, not just
a number.

Volume 10,

~pring

1999

Page4

Presidllltt's OorHill
One-hundred Years of Brotherhood
By: Ryan Fain, Delta Sigma Phi Chapter President

The men of Delta Sigma Phi are proud of the Chapter's growth throughout the past year. We
have grown closer to both the Eastern community and the Greek community through
philanthropic and community service events. We are working diligently to grow as a brotherhood,
and to set a new standard within fraternal organizations.
Delta Sigma Phi is currently celebrating its national centennial. Here at Eastern, we are
reflecting on 100 years of success and brotherhood, as we plan to begin a new millennium. We
are looking back in order to step forward. In preparation for the start of the new century, Delta
· Sigma Phi is focusing on our fraternity's time honored ideals of brotherhood, service and success.
Our goal and purpose is to prepare and build tomorrow's leaders. We are working to provide
our members with an environment more conducive to learning. We are promoting personal
development to all members within our chapter. We are offering our members more real life
educational programming . We are constantly refining our recruitment and pledge programs to
encourage our young members to contribute their best in their personal endeavors. In short, we
are holding ourselves to a higher standard. The only way to make our chapter stronger is for us
to contribute more, and to pledge men that are better than we are. The mission of Delta Sigma
Phi is not to create great men, but to pledge great men and make them better.
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Stri"ring For ExceDence
By: Jason Guziec, Delta Tau Delta Chapter President
Greetings! My name is Jason Guziec. I am currently the president of the Zeta Rho Chapter
of Delta Tau Delta The new executive board and I took over two months ago, and this is my first
official greeting to the Greek community.
The men of Delta Tau Delta have been very busy throughout the 98-99 school year. Delta
Tau Delta has had the opportunity to push forward this year to yet another plateau of excellence.
The International Fraternity has recognized the chapter as one of the most improving chapters in
the nation. It has been a very fundamental learning experience, as individuals and as a chapter.
Through increased efforts in community service, philanthropy, fundraising and alumni
relations, we have gained a greater appreciation for our never-ending pursuit for continual
improvement in individual men and the chapter as a whole. We are continually striving to live
lives of excellence.

De Sllllllnlll ll'lllllllllld
By: Michael Groos, Phi Delta Theta chapter President

As this year progresses, so are the Phi's. This year has been a success so far and will
continue to be for us. As one of the smaller fraternities on this campus, it takes a lot of hard work
to grow and prosper here. We are doing our part to do the best we can at Eastern. As a
reflection on our brotherhood the past semester, we recently had held the Phi Delta Theta
"Phiesta Bowl." It was a success with multiple sororities participating. Kappa Delta took third with
their team. Second place was taken by Sigma Sigma Sigma. First place was taken by Epsilon
Sigma Alpha. The Phi's would like to thank everyone who participated in this event. Currently we
are participating in the "Adopt-A-Highway" program. We will be cleaning up our section of route
16 in the second week of April. March 31 was the date for our annual Lou Gehrig's Disease
philanthropy. Gehrig was a Phi back in his day, and we will always honor him. The proceeds
from this fundraiser were sent to help with the fight against Lou Gehrig's Disease. We are also
looking forward to Greek Week. This should be a week that all of us will remember. I am looking
forward to participating with all of the Greek organizations at Eastern this year.
Overall, the Illinois Iota Chapter of Phi Delta Theta has had a great time this year and will be
looking for an even better next year.
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Scholarship and Brotherhood
By: Brian Rudd, Pi Kappa Alpha Chapter President
Through years of tragedy and triumph, the Zeta Gamma Chapter of Pi Kappa
Alpha has shown Eastern Illinois University what it takes to be Scholars, Leaders,
Athletes and Gentlemen.
One doesn't have to look closely to see the Pikes succeeding here on campus.
Whether it be on the playing field, the classroom, the Charleston community or even
the social scene, this one hundred strong chapter has been at the forefront of Greek
life. Yet, behind all of the qualities that set the Pikes apart from the average fraternity,
there lies a driving factor behind it all-brotherhood.
"For the establishment of friendship on a firmer and more lasting basis.· This line
echoes from the founding fathers of Pi Kappa Alpha and has directly foreshadowed
the core beliefs that the well-known Pikes have consequently shaped their Zeta Gamma
Chapter. While many college experiences have rewarded graduates with great memories,
a job and a diploma, Pike alumni walk away from EIU with so much more, brothers.

S~"hoocLAr~thetG~
By: Jill Bacevich, Kappa Delta Chapter President

I have had the strangest experiences over the past couple of weeks. I run meetings every
week. I look out from where I stand and see all of my sisters, the same faces I have seen for
months. When I look out, I don't think it exciting or memorable. When I go home and go out with
my friends, I usually see some Kappa Deltas from the University of Illinois and I have become
friends with some of them. Not a big deal. In mid February, I went to MGCA. While I was there, I
had lunch with some of my sisters from other colleges around the Midwest. Our host was Pat
Johnson, the Kappa Delta past National President. I thought it was exciting, but I have met other
national officers, induding the current National President. So, no big deal. The next weekend two
of my sisters and I traveled to Kansas City, Missouri for another conference. Two more national
officers were there and we all hung around, talked and got pictures and shared stories.
Interesting, but I was not particular1y impressed. I went to Cancun with about 15 other Kappa
Deltas from EIU. While we were all there, we met sisters from all over the country. We talked
about things we had in common, parties we had been to, chapters we hung out with on our
respective campuses, etc. So, I got to meet a few more gir1s, find out what it is like in other cities,
but so what? No big deal. Then, I was at work one day.
I work in an emergency room, so I see all types of things. It was near the end of my shift and
an ambulance pulls in. The paramedics take an old man back and his wife comes to me to check
him in. I talk with her, find out what's wrong , and calm her down. After I am done, I get ready to
leave. It was a nice day, but a chilly night, so I pull out my trusty green jacket. As I was walking
out the door, the old woman grabs my hand and gave me a big hug. She started talking to me like
she had known me forever. I was a little confused, until she started talking about her college
experiences. She is a Kappa Delta from Virginia. She and her husband had been traveling and
did not know a soul for miles. She smiled and told me she was glad to see "the friendly face of
family." I spent another hour-and-a-half with her and her husband, making them more
comfortable, doing what I could. She got a kick out of introducing me to the staff as her sister and
seeing their reaction. She had to be 85 years old, and I am 21. It kept them wondering. I left work
that night with a smile on my face. To me, it was a big deal!
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An Excitini semester
By: Katie Bielenberg, Alpha Gamma Delta Chapter President

Alpha Gamma Delta's spring semester has been filled with many different activities. The
chapter held elections in ear1y February and had officer installation in ear1y March. The new
executive council has been busy planning many new and exciting activities. The chapter held its
2"d Annual Rosebowl, in which fraternities participated in a bowling tournament. The chapter also
had semi-formal where the members chose a new Alpha Gam Man. Alpha Gam's have been
busy supporting other organizations fundraisers and philanthropies.
The chapter purchased a ribbon for Women's Empowerment as well as volunteered time
to sell T-shirts and ribbons. A table was purchased during the Greek Court Garage Sale to sell of
unwanted items. Anything that was not sold was then donated to charity. The Alpha Gams have
been busy participating in philanthropies for the men of Sigma Nu and Tau Kappa Epsilon. Many
sisterhoods have been held this past semester, such as the Un-Birthday Party, where cake and
ice cream was served. The chapter sang "Happy Birthday• for everyone in attendance. The
chapter was very fortunate to have its leadership consultant, Emily Watson, visit to help with
elections and to give out new ideas. The chapter is also preparing for the spring rush
informational.

.0~ Alpha Gamma Delta

••

What is a Leader?
BY Jody Pauley, Alpha Sigma Tau Chapter President

What is a leader? According to Webster's Dictionary, a leader is "a person who directs or
guides.· There are many leaders in our society: school administrators, city council members,
sport team captains, church ministers, etc. but what about within the Greek community? Who are
our leaders? The more prevalent answers would be Panhellenic Council , Interfraternity Council,
and chapter executive members; however, I believe they are not the only leaders of the Greek
community. The most influential and important leaders are the chapter members. It is the behind
the scenes people that often lead or direct us the most, but do not receive the credit they
deserve. These great leaders include the older members that remind the young ones of the
importance of ritual and the younger members that help guide each other through their pledge
period. Leaders include the committee head members that direct the activities that are the
backbones of each chapter and the helpful members that volunteer their extra time in a split
second's notice. And, no one can forget the enthusiastic members that keep everyone's attitude
in a positive direction (even when it's not Greek Week or Homecoming) and the personable
members that sincerely care about every members well-being or the supporting members that
comfort their fellow sisters/brothers in their time of need. These people are the leaders of the
Eastern Illinois University Greek community. They are the people that keep the traditions alive
within our respective chapters. So, give these valuable people in each chapter the credit they
deserve. Acknowledge them for their incredible accomplishments, but most importantly, realize
these members are the REAL leaders of the Greek community.
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This Is a Business
By Mike Vandeschraaf, Sigma Pi Chapter President

One of the major characteristics of being Greek is the stereotypes
and labels, which non-Greeks place upon us. Greek life has taken on
idiosyncrasies, such as the purchasing of our friends or the ever-popular
portrayal of the movie "Animal House." They do not realize the leaders
that Greek life creates or the skills our creeds and principals instill in
each member.
As a newly elected president, I am beginning niy second year on the Executive Council of one
of the best Sigma Pi Chapters in the nation. I used treasurer as a learning experience and plan
to carry my knowledge on to the presidency. A major issue I learned in the past year as treasurer
is running a fraternity is synonymous with running a business. As with any business or
corporation, there are bills to be paid and deadlines to be met. The Greek society cannot
succeed without fulfillment of financial obligations and full support from each member. People
outside the Greek community do not see the responsibilities each member has to his/her
fraternity or sorority. Rather, Greek life is stereotyped today to convey a negative connotation
(i.e. binge drinking, date rape and community outcasts). Furthermore, I feel the experience
obtained in being involved in the Greek system provides very beneficial knowledge of the
organization and practices essential to being successful in today's business wor1d.
The Beta Gamma Chapter of Sigma Pi recently celebrated our 50th year on Eastern's
campus. The reason behind our continued success reflects back to our previous leaders. They
have set the precedence of how to successfully run a student organization. Being a member of
Eastern's Greek community has given me the tools and hands-on experience to be successful in
life after college.

Many Men as One Man
By Chris Wolcott, Tau Kappa Epsilon Chapter President

•Many Men as one Man" is one of the mottoes of Tau Kappa Epsilon. Yet, this could be the
motto of the entire fraternity system at Eastern. The fraternities here set at great example for the
rest ofthe students on this campus. Yes, the men are competitive with each other between
chapters; but, we are all good sports and make the Greek system look great.
I joined the fraternity system in 1995 to meet new people and become a leader. At Eastern,
we have the ability to select from the many different sizes of chapters, which benefits everyone.
While visiting many other colleges, I have noticed that chapters don't affiliate with each other at
all outside of class. I believe our IFC does a lot of great things to bring us together. Events such
as Greek Week are competitive, but get us to interact with each other in a positive way.
We have broken the mold as just a bunch of partygoers who pay for a good time. We do a lot of
community service work, philanthropic events and even establish scholarship programs here at
EIU. We give an extended amount of support to Eastern's athletics, which sets an example for
the rest of the campus.
I have acquired a great deal of leadership qualities from joining my fraternity. I don't know if I
will make as big of an impact as some of our alumni such as Ronald Reagan, Elvis Presley,
George Halas or Terry Bradshaw, but they started out their college careers the same as I did.
They were looking for a bunch of guys who shared the same interests as they did and became
future leaders of America.
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The Union Hand in Hand
By: Erin Weed, Alpha Phi Chapter President

For all of those people belonging to a rather large Greek organization , how many times have
you heard others question the quality of your doseness? This happened to me last fall during
Rush when I was talking to a Rushee about the size of our chapter. I was telling her that Alpha
Phi has always been proud to be one of the larger chapters on campus, and this Rushee inquired
as to why being so big and impersonal could be a good thing . It then occurred to me-she was
right.
So, from there, we implemented a program called "The Union Hand in Hand", which is named
after our public motto. This addition to the chapter meetings was based on the belief that despite
large numbers, we could still sustain outstanding sisterhood. Every chapter meeting just before
announcements are given, the chapter takes approximately 15 minutes to share our joys and
concerns from the week. One person is in charge of logging these joys and concerns, and then
posts them on an e-maillistserve to the entire chapter. This way, even sisters that were not able
to attend chapter meeting are still aware of the trials and successes of other Alpha Phi's. We
make it a priority to keep sisters in our thoughts and prayers throughout the week.
Many will agree this addition to chapter meetings has increased the chapters trust in one
another, opened women up emotionally and created a feeling of doseness that can only be
attained after one has truly shared what they are going through. We, as a chapter, have also
noticed a tremendous decrease in the "gossip tree" that exists within every Greek organization.
The basic truth is that if one is up front with the people he or she is affiliated, they will help and
give support with everything possible.

~fP(.

Experiences Focus on Self-Improvement
By: Eric Zilch, Delta Tau Delta

As my fellow pledge brothers and I push forward to toward a future filled with opportunity, we
require qualities such as maturity, confidence and brotherhood; all of which we feel can be
obtained through Delta Tau Delta.
Delta Tau Delta's pledge process toward improvement of one's self through historical
representation , high standards within its membership, and its constant focus on education as a
top priority, inspires each of its members and pledges alike to follow a path towards success.
This success is achieved through not only improving ones self, yet more so by achieving a
constant devotion to the improvement of life through community service, fundraising and setting a
high standard of characteristics to its younger men. These beliefs are what produce the
outstanding men filled with hearts of purple and gold to stand strong in this Greek society
fraternally.
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A Home to be Proud Of
By: David C. Souza, Sigma Nu

Lambda Gamma Chapter has made many leaps and bounds through the last few years in its
quest to one day become a Rock Chapter. One of the newest projects undertaken by Lambda
Gamma is the Chapter Home Beautification Program, which is almost complete.
Phase One of the program was completed in the middle of last fall, with the addition of the
entertainment center in the chapter commons area. The men of Lambda Gamma invested a lot
of man-hours in obtaining the state of the art, cinema quality video and audio system. This
phase of the project was begun a long time ago when Lambda Gamma purchased new furniture
for the commons area. Plans are also in the works to refurbish the billiards table and to embellish
the area with more parlor antiquities. Phase One will be complete when the commemorative
mural, painted by one of our talented brothers featuring the history of Sigma Nu, will be finished,
adorning the east wall of the commons area.
Phase Two has already been completed, courtesy of Connor Shaw, the father of one of our
active members. Mr. Shaw, who owns his own landscaping company, has graciously donated the
labor and material for the exterior improvements to the chapter home. Many new trees and
flowers now adorn the gardens of the house, including trees that will flower in black, white and
gold, announcing the glorious colors of the Legion of Honor every spring and fall.
Phase Three includes many small projects that have no set completion date, but rather,
when the resources become available. They include obtaining a flag pole and decorative rock for
the front lawn, new picture frames for the paintings, letters and pictures garnishing the residence
hallways, new appliances for the kitchen area and even the addition of several new award
cabinets.
All these, and more, are planned to make the Lambda Gamma Chapter home, one of which
the men of Sigma Nu can be proud. These new additions are not only for the benefit of those
who currently reside in the chapter home, but also for the appreciation and enjoyment of the
brothers to come.

A Year to Remember
By: Jamie Crockett, Alpha Sigma Tau

It has been a busy and exciting year for the women of Alpha Sigma Tau. In the fall, the
chapter received second in grades and hopes to do even better this spring. On March 11, 1999,
we held our annual Midnight Madness fundraiser, which was a great success. This all campus
get together helped the chapter raise over $1 ,300 for Project PAL, an adult illiteracy program.
Alpha Sigma Tau is reaching an exciting milestone this coming fall. On November 4, 1999,
the Tau's will tum 100 years old! In honor of this grand event, the Beta Pi Chapter will be
holding a centennial celebration, welcoming in the chapter's newest members and welcoming
back alumnae. The women of Alpha Sigma Tau are sure to make 1999 a year to remember!
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Showing the Way
By: Neal Perry, Sigma Phi Epsilon
The Men of Sigma Phi Epsilon have had a great year so far and it only looks to be getting better! The
chapter was asked to perform the Ritual at our regional leadership conference, Cartson Leadership
Academy. This year's academy was held in Schaumburg, Illinois, and we were very privileged to be able to
perform our Fraternities ritual for about 300 brothers. Following the conference, we were approached about
performing the ritual, this summer at the National Conclave, which will be held this August in Chicago.
The men of Sigma Phi Epsilon are also excited to announce we have made some renovations to the
Chapter House and are in the process of replacing all of the Charter Room furniture. Over the last
semester, we have painted, wall papered, purchased new window coverings and ordered sofas. The next
time you stop by the house, take some time and notice the new cozy atmosphere! The Sig Ep's are also
currently working with their alumni board on a list of other improvements to be done in the basement and
outside area.
Overall, the chapter is working hard trying to improve upon our already outstanding success, as we are
currently focusing on the academic performance of each member. The chapter hopes to achieve a grade
point average not only above the all men's average, but also to improve the all campus average. We are
anxiously waiting this year's Greek Week and wish all chapters the best of luck during this hectic time.

HiSIIIY inlhe Maling
By Adam Pudik, Sigma Pi
Beta Gamma is celebrating its 50th year here at Eastern Illinois University, and in February we had a
tremendous bicentennial Founders Day Celebration. Throughout the second semester, there has been an
abundant turnout of active and Alumni members at many of our social events, such as Founders Day and
Formal, which was held in Indianapolis. Beta Gamma has also elected a new executive council who plans to
help continue the tradition of Sigma Pi here at Eastern. Worthy Sage Mike Vandeshraaf, First Counselor
John Thomas, Second Counselor Pat Shiltz, Third Counselor Jason Rossi, Fourth Counselor Nick Levine
and Herald Adam Pudik all have had a great start to their terms in office. Once again this semester, our
chapter advisor, Brother Denny Stewart, is contributing much of his time and effort to Beta Gamma and the
executive council thanks him. Lucas Ward and Brian Dwyer are in the middle of working with the pledge
program and are doing a terrific job preparing another group of strong young men for active membership in
the fraternity.
In other Beta Gamma news, we are still in first place in the race for the Intramural championship trophy.
Greek Week is here, and we are preparing to hopefully win tugs and Greek Week overall. We are looking
forward to continuing the 27-yeartradition of winning the Uttle Man Tugs this year, as well. Beta Gamma's
biggest philanthropy is also approaching very quickly. Last Call is during the second to last week of school;
and, we are very busy into the planning of this four-day event, which contributes to the March of Dimes. We
are proud of this semester, thus far, and look forward to the remainder of it with the upcoming events.
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Delta Sins Lookin9 into the Future
By: Ryan Fain, Delta Sigma Phi

As the Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity nears its 100 year Anniversary, the mean of Eastern's
Delta Psi chapter reflect upon the time honored ideals set by their founding fathers in 1899.
The spring semester began on a very high note after a great fall semester highlighted by a
strong academic finish, 100% activation of last semester's pledges, and a successful basketball
tournament whose proceeds went to the "Shop With a Cop" program.
This semester, the men of Delta Sigma Phi have eight pledges they wish to activate within the
next month. The Delta Sigs are also preparing for their annual parent/alumni Pig Roast, an event
that allows both parents and alumni to meet and see what the Delta Psi chapter has done.
Delta Sigma Phi and Delta Psi are looking to the future and are preparing to meet the
challenges the future will bring them.
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Friendship, Justice, and Learning
By: Matt Newton, Sigma Chi

FRIENDSHIP-JUSTICE-LEARNING. This semester, the Eta Mu Chapter has concentrated
on these three things. Dedication has been given to community service projects and the
improvement of the physical house. A flagpole is the newest addition to our house thanks to the
Beta Kappa/Mu pledge class project. The flag represents brotherhood, as well as a feeling of
home, that can be seen from a distance. A new stereo system was the next addition to the
chapter house. The stereo helped provide the entertainment during Christmas with the Sigs and
Gams service project.
Sigma Chi and Alpha Gamma Delta paired up, went shopping and wrapped presents for the
needy children of Char1eston during the service project. Over 90 presents were bought with each
person's own money for the children whose parents could not afford to buy them. This project
made the children's Christmas wishes come true and left both chapters with a warm-hearted
feeling.
The next large function will be "Dad's Day" on the third weekend in April. It is at the Eagle
Creek Resort in Shelbyville. The day will begin with 18 holes of golf, followed by a gourmet
dinner and an auction. The auction is the biggest fundraising activity for the Eta Mu Chapter. The
men of Sigma Chi would like to wish all of the chapters a great rest of the semester.
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A Focus on Philanthropy
By: Dustin Miller, Tau Kappa Epsilon
The men of Tau Kappa Epsilon have had a very promising year. We have had many new
initiates who are already stepping up to be leaders. Last semester, we all enjoyed helping out
with our philanthropy, Special Olympics. We also participated in every sorority philanthropic
event, even with our limited numbers. We held our Second Annual "Operation Roundup" to
provide food and clothing for the needy around Christmas. We also participated in "Christmas on
the Square," an event in which we provided cross walkers for the many people of Char1eston who
enjoyed the event.
The spring semester has been a great advancement for the chapter. We celebrated our 1ooth
anniversary with eight different locations across the U.S. linked by satellites. We took first in the
Alpha Gamma Delta Rose Bowl, second in the Kappa Delta Shamrock Project and made the
playoffs in a couple of intramural sports. We also hosted the Third Annual "Serve It Up" sorority
volleyball tournament, with proceeds going towards Special Olympics.
Our men have been very busy this year trying to live up to the reputation our members have
established when we were first chartered here at Eastern in 1952. With great showings of alumni
support, like during homecoming, Tau Kappa Epsilon will be amongst the leaders in Eastern's
Greek system for years to come.

Sigma Kappa Parent's Weekend a Success
By: Julie Ferguson, Sigma Kappa
Sigma Kappa recently held their annual Parent's Weekend on March 6, at the Worthington
Inn. This year, we had a very good tum out of parents and it was an enjoyable time for everyone.
Angela Sippel, Andrea Smail, Sally Shireman and Kelly Wieczorek put a lot of work into
organizing the event. Dinner was served and various awards were given out for grades.
The "Best Mom of the Year" was given to Ashley Raduege's mom and the "Best Father of the
Year" was awarded to Megan Denison's dad. Both girls read aloud speeches they had made for
their parents. Also, an auction was held and proved very successful, as it raised a lot of money
for the chapter.
The evening ended with music and dancing. Everyone had a seemingly enjoyable evening
with her parents.

POSITIVITY IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS
By: Suzanne Logsdon, Sigma Sigma Sigma
As the Alpha Psi Chapter of Sigma Sigma Sigma reflects back upon the Spring semester,
there are many things of which she has to be proud.
Tri-Sigma won the first annual Winter Homecoming, with the help of the men of Sigma Nu,
showing their strength in sisterhood and spirit for Eastern Illinois University, making it three
homecomings in a row! Alpha Psi has also undergone internal changes.
The newly elected executive board has been diligently working to ensure the safety of each
member, the ability to excel in classes, and to keep up chapter moral. These women feel a
positive attitude is the key to having and maintaining a successful chapter. Various incentive
programs have been installed to keep chapter moral up at all times.
The ladies of Tri-Sigma want to wish all chapters good luck in all things to come throughout
the rest of this semester!
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Memories and Friendships
By: Elizabeth Bold, Alpha Sigma Alpha

Once upon a time, I was a timid Rushee, who had just received a bid. I knew nothing about
sororities or any of the dedication required being a member. I had the misconception that a
sorority would be something like a club that I would go to occasionally. I realized that I had it all
wrong when I went to my first new member meeting.
Everyone was tossing around the familial term "sister". Yeah, ok, so I already knew sorority
members called each other "sister," but I actually felt like these girls actually meant it when they
said it. Maybe I had no idea what I was getting myself into and I should just drop out of it, I often
wondered. Then, we were told we had to attend meetings and ceremonies. What?
Ceremonies? What is this? Church? I had no time for meetings because, hey, I was a
sophomore with top priority things to attend. Then, the active members told the new members
something about time management. Woah, time management? That was a new concept to me,
but I tried it quickly and discovered I could get much more accomplished in one day than I ever
imagined. Yes, time management really does work. The ceremonies actually had more meaning
than I had originally anticipated, and soon after that, my "sisters" (though still strangers to me)
were talking about leadership positions.
I was soon finding out many things were run like a business with a system of hierarchy,
organization and rules. These were all components necessary to make the whole thing work.
Who gets to have these positions and be the leaders? I felt a challenge coming on and though it
was scary, I took the plunge and ran for an executive position. I won the position and learned
about 100 more lessons than before. I finally understood what it meant to be a member of a
sorority, and I was quickly beginning to appreciate everything I had criticized as a new member.
I was making wonderful memories and life-lasting friendships with those "strangers" that wore
the same letters. N. the end of my first year, the chapter had something called "Senior Send-Off"
which has a special meaning. I realized just how much my sisters meant to me, and I
appreciated them for showing me the way and inspiring me to be a leader. Nothing would have
been possible without their endless hours of hard work and dedication. I cried and knew I would
miss them immensely. Why? Simply because they are my sisters.

Leaving Greek Life Behind
By Keith Anderson, Sigma Pi

As I prepare to depart from one chapter of my life and move into another, I cannot help but
look back at all the things that have made me what I am today. In my time at Eastern, I have
encountered many people and had experiences I will never forget, with the best friends I will ever
have. All this could not have been without Sigma Pi. Being Greek is something only a number of
people experience in their college years. For me I don't know what I would be doing in college
without Greek life on this campus. Greek life at Eastern is something we can all attribute many of
our greatest times and memories to. It's something I am thankful for.
So, as I leave college, and plan to enter a new career and begin the rest of my life, I will never
forget the people and the organization that make me the person I am today. I c:INe all my
accomplishments and future opportunities to the brothers of Sigma Pi, and the Greek community
at Eastern Illinois University.

